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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
October 29, 2017 A

Opening prayer: Loving and compassionate God, today you place before us the Great Commandment of Love.
You call us to love the stranger and people at risk in our society. Fill us with your love for all people and
breathe your Spirit upon us as we gather to share life and your Word. This we pray through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Sharing life: How was your week? How did you experience God this past week?

Facilitator reads focus statement: The first and third readings speak about love of God and love of neighbor.
In the second reading, Paul offers words of encouragement to his readers.

If you have not read the commentary prior to the meeting, consider doing so either before or after each reading.

FIRST READING: Exodus 22:20-26

This reading from Exodus illustrates that there is an
integral connection between love of God and love
of neighbor. The reading especially underlines the
call of the men in Israel to care for three groups of
vulnerable people, women, orphans and aliens. In
those times, women depended on their fathers,
husbands, and sons to care for them. If they lost
their father, husband and had no sons, they were
often reduced to begging for a living. Orphans were
children with no legal male guardians. The alien
referred not only to those who were passing through
the land, but also those who had no relatives.

Today’s reading is a strong word to the men of
Israel to care especially for the disadvantaged.
Failure to care for them would bring down God’s
wrath. The words: “I will kill you with the sword”
are not to be taken literally. Rather, the words are
intended to convey how abominable it is in God’s
eyes to fail to care for the most vulnerable in their
midst.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 18

This psalm is a prayer of confidence in God’s love
and care.

SECOND READING: Thessalonians 1:5-10

Thessalonica is a thriving crossroad city in the
Roman Empire. As a result of Paul’s anointed
preaching, a dynamic Christian community is
established and nurtured. In fact, this small
Christian community becomes a wonderful example
for many others, a model for all believers in

Macedonia and Achaia. Their “lived faith” sounds
forth to all around them. People everywhere can
see by their lifestyle how they have embraced Jesus
and his teachings.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-40

Having failed to trap Jesus on the question of
paying taxes, the Pharisees try again. This time they
have an expert in the law raise the question
frequently asked of rabbis in those days: “Teacher,
which commandment in the law is the greatest?”
Jesus’ answer combines two quotations from
Deuteronomy and Leviticus. From Deuteronomy
6:5, Jesus takes these following words: “You shall
love the Lord your God, with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your strength.” From Leviticus
19:18, Jesus quotes: “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” Jesus and the Pharisee do not dispute
the importance of the law. Their disagreement has
to do with emphasis. The Pharisees, who tend to be
legalistic, underscore compliance to the law. In
contrast, Jesus places emphasis on love. For Jesus,
love of God and people is more important than
obedience to the law. Also, the Great
Commandment joins together love of God and
neighbor — something that has not been previously
done. In one of his epistles, John remarks: “How
can you say you love God whom you do not see
when you do not love your neighbor whom you can
see”” (1Jn 4:20).

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS

1. What verse, idea or image in the readings spoke
to you most? Why?



2. Who are the most vulnerable and uncared for
groups in our society? Why does our government
seem to show little care for them?

3. How do you see your call to care for the
vulnerable members of our society?

4. Paul is loud in his praise for the Thessalonian
Christian Community. What makes them such a
great model of the Christian life? What aspect of
the “lived faith” would you like to assimilate into
your life?

5. For Jesus, love of God and love of neighbor are
equal. What helps you to hold together these two
great loves?

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Name one way you can act on today’s readings.
Suggestion: Show love and respect for the stranger.

CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION
AND INTERCESSION

Pray for the ability to grow in the love of God and
neighbor. Pray also for our government leaders as
they struggle with immigration issues. ©
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lectionary: 148

Reading 1 EX 22:20-26

Thus says the LORD:

"You shall not molest or oppress an alien,

for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt.

You shall not wrong any widow or orphan.

If ever you wrong them and they cry out to me,

I will surely hear their cry.

My wrath will flare up, and I will kill you with the sword;

then your own wives will be widows, and your children orphans.

"If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors among my people,
you shall not act like an extortioner toward him

by demanding interest from him.

If you take your neighbor's cloak as a pledge,

you shall return it to him before sunset;

for this cloak of his is the only covering he has for his body.

What else has he to sleep in?

If he cries out to me, I will hear him; for I am compassionate."

Responsorial Psalm PS 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51

R. (2) I love you, Lord, my strength.

I love you, O LORD, my strength,

O LORD, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer.
R. 1 love you, Lord, my strength.

My God, my rock of refuge,

my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold!
Praised be the LORD, I exclaim,

and I am safe from my enemies.

R. llove you, Lord, my strength.

The LORD lives and blessed be my rock!
Extolled be God my savior.
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You who gave great victories to your king
and showed kindness to your anointed.
R. Ilove you, Lord, my strength.

Reading 2 1 THES 1:5C-10

Brothers and sisters:

You know what sort of people we were among you for your sake.
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord,

receiving the word in great affliction, with joy from the Holy Spirit,
so that you became a model for all the believers

in Macedonia and in Achaia.

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth

not only in Macedonia and in Achaia,

but in every place your faith in God has gone forth,

so that we have no need to say anything.

For they themselves openly declare about us

what sort of reception we had among you,

and how you turned to God from idols

to serve the living and true God

and to await his Son from heaven,

whom he raised from the dead,

Jesus, who delivers us from the coming wrath.

Alleluia JN 14:23

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord,
and my Father will love him and we will come to him.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel MT 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together, and one of them,

a scholar of the law tested him by asking,

"Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"

He said to him,

"You shall love the Lord, your God,

with all your heart,

with all your soul,

and with all your mind.

This is the greatest and the first commandment.

The second is like it:

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."
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STORIES AND REFLECTIONS ON THE GREAT COMMANDMENT

Reflection for the 30t Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A

In today's gospel, a scholar of the law tries to trap Jesus by asking him which commandment in the law is the greatest.
Remember, in addition to the Ten Commandments, the Jews over the centuries added another 613 laws (their
commentary on the Ten Commandments). If Jesus identified one law or group of laws as more important then the
others, he would have pleased one group and alienated other groups-thereby falling into the lawyer's trap. Instead of
one identifying one commandment as being the most important, Jesus offers a "summary statement™ of the whole
Torah.

Jesus told his audience that the greatest Commandment was to love God with all of one's being-mind, heart and soul
and to love one's neighbor as one loves oneself. When we prepare to go to confession we should examine ourselves on
how well we are living the great commandment.

The following are some stories and reflections on the Great Commandment.

A young boy declared to his friends that he loved his mother with all his strength. When he was asked to explain what
he meant by "with all his strength," he happily replied: "You see, we live in a fourth floor apartment and our building
has no elevator. The coal for heating is kept in the cellar and since my mother is busy all the time and she isn't very
strong, | see to it that the coal bin is never empty. I lug the coal up four flights of stairs by myself and it's not an easy
job. Now, isn't that loving my mother with all my strength.?" (Share this story with your children and grandchildren).

This young boy understood the lesson that is offered to the gathered assembly in this week's scriptural readings,
namely: that love must be lived. To merely speak of love or to simply feel love is not sufficient; if love is to be
authentic, it must be lived, and lived with all our strength.

In today's second reading, Paul's praise of the Thessalonian church bears witness to their committedness to Christ.
Loving God, Christ and one another with all their hearts, their goodness was contagious. Consequently, many others
were drawn to God through them. Approximately eighty years after Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, Aristides, an
Athenian philosopher and Christian apologist included the following description of the church in a letter to Emperor
Hadrian"

"They love one another.
They never fail to help widows;
they save orphans from those who would hurt them.
If they have something,
they give freely to the person who has nothing;
if they see a stranger, they take him home,
and are happy, as though he were a real brother.
they don't consider themselves brothers in
the usual sense,
but brothers instead through the Spirit in God."

The Story of ""Wild Bill's™ Decision to Love

There is a story told of a man who was liberated from a concentration camp in World Was I1. He was called "Wild Bill
Cody." He called him that because the man had an unpronounceable seven-syllable Polish hame and a handlebar
mustache like the ones worn by western heroes in the old days.

While the rest of the Jewish prisoners were emaciated and haggard, "Wild Bill" was in excellent condition. Because of
his amazing good health, the Americans assumed that he had been imprisoned a very short time. When his papers
came through, however, they showed that "Wild Bill" had lived on a starvation diet and slept in airless disease-ridden
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barracks for six years just like the rest of the prisoners at Wuppetal. But "Wild Bill" had done it without physical or
mental deterioration.

"Wild Bill" reported that he had lived in the Jewish section of Warsaw. He was an attorney with a wife, two daughters,
and three little boys. When the Germans came into Warsaw they stood "Wild Bill's" family against a wall and opened
up with machine guns. "Wild Bill" said he begged to be allowed to die with his wife and children, but because he
spoke German the Nazis wanted him as an interpreter.

"Wild Bill" made a decision. He said, "It would have been easy to blame the soldiers who had killed my family, but in
my practice | had seen too often what hate could do to people's minds and bodies. Hate had just killed the six people |
loved most in the world. I decided then and there that | would spend the rest of my life - whether it was a few days or
many years - loving every person | came in contact with."

The decision to love every person - that was the power that kept "Wild Bill" alive and well in the face of every
privation the Nazis could engineer. He became self-reliant. He was able to make that decision because he realized that
he was able to choose his own feelings. No law dictated that he had to hate the Nazis. He knew he was free to make
another choice. By choosing to love instead of hate, one man salvaged both his mind and his body from the Holocaust.

"Wild Bill" was aware of the grace within. He stayed awake to the Spirit which lives within. When we are not awake to
our inner divinity, we do what is pragmatic and best for ourselves.

If in Customer Service Take Note

A major hotel chain was doing extensive testing of its customers' satisfaction with the hotel. Repeatedly, one particular
hotel in the chain scored highest. Upon further investigation they discovered that the employees who dealt with the
customers rarely consulted the extensive manual on customer service procedures. As one happy employee put it, "Our
boss just told us to listen to the customers and treat them like we would want to be treated.”

Manuals have their place and can come in handy. But the most important consideration, whether in customer service
or living out our faith, is a question of the heart. If our hearts are in the right place-loving God and loving our
neighbors- we'll know just what to do.

In a real sense, all of us who belongs to a Christian Community are in "customer service". Everyday we mix with the
public we represent Jesus and his church. If we treat others as we would want them to treat us they may wonder what
church we belong and consider joining us. If we treat others (especially in church) with indifference and coldness, they
will surely have no desire to return. It is important for us to remember that every Sunday in church we may have
visitors sitting near us wondering if ours it the church they would like to join.

A Love That Does Justice
Fr. Dominic Grassi writes:

I met a community organizer at a number of meetings in the neighborhood. I liked her style, so one day | asked her
how she had gotten into her profession. She spoke of her idealism in college, but that it was mostly talk and little
action. A trip to India radicalized her as she experienced the sheer enormity of the poverty that she found all around
her. So she decided when she came home that she would try to make a difference with her life by working for justice
for the homeless, the elderly, and the poor.

What made her different from the others with whom she worked was her ability to listen to people and to help them
feel they were all that was important to her at that moment. She never spoke to me of her religious beliefs, but she
clearly exhibited a genuine faith, a gospel faith put into action.

The world in which we live is political, like it or not. The politics she practiced was based on a respect for the dignity
of each person. We are called as Christians to share that same perspective, to see the dignity in everyone. But we are
also called to take it a step further. We are called to love all others as our neighbors and in that way show our love for
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God. That is our political action. Justice flows from that love like a river through a canyon.
Stewardship Thought

An amazing example of responsible stewardship took place in the life of a doctor living in Brighton, England, in the
nineteenth century. As told by Mrs. Charles E. Cowman in Streams in the Desert, when stricken with blindness, Dr.
William Moon prayed: "Lord, I accept this talent of blindness from you. Help me to use it for your glory, so that at
your coming you receive your own with usury.” The Lord granted him this prayer. He invented the Moon Alphabet, by
which thousands of blind people were able to read the Bible.

Reflection Question: Is there some deficit in my life that can be turned into an asset for others? A simple but powerful
example is the witness of people who carry their crosses with patience and even with joy.
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