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Reading 1

1S 25:6-10A

On this mountain the LORD of hosts

will provide for all peoples

a feast of rich food and choice wines,

juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines.

On this mountain he will destroy

the veil that veils all peoples,

the web that is woven over all nations;

he will destroy death forever.

The Lord GOD will wipe away

the tears from every face;

the reproach of his people he will remove

from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken.
On that day it will be said:

"Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us!
This is the LORD for whom we looked;

let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!"
For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 23:1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6

R. (6¢d) 1 shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

In verdant pastures he gives me repose;

beside restful waters he leads me;

he refreshes my soul.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
He guides me in right paths

for his name's sake.

Even though I walk in the dark valley

I fear no evil; for you are at my side

with your rod and your staff
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that give me courage.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
You spread the table before me

in the sight of my foes;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
Only goodness and kindness follow me

all the days of my life;

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD

for years to come.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

Reading 2 PHIL 4:12-14, 19-20

Brothers and sisters:

I know how to live in humble circumstances;

I know also how to live with abundance.

In every circumstance and in all things

I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry,
of living in abundance and of being in need.

I can do all things in him who strengthens me.

Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress.

My God will fully supply whatever you need,
in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia CF. EPH 1:17-18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our hearts,

so that we may know what is the hope
that belongs to our call.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel MT 22:1-14

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people
in parables, saying,

"The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king

who gave a wedding feast for his son.

He dispatched his servants

to summon the invited guests to the feast,

but they refused to come.

A second time he sent other servants, saying,
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"Tell those invited: "Behold, I have prepared my banquet,
my calves and fattened cattle are killed,
and everything is ready; come to the feast.
Some ignored the invitation and went away,

one to his farm, another to his business.

The rest laid hold of his servants,

mistreated them, and killed them.

The king was enraged and sent his troops,

destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.

Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready,

but those who were invited were not worthy to come.

Go out, therefore, into the main roads

and invite to the feast whomever you find.'

The servants went out into the streets

and gathered all they found, bad and good alike,

and the hall was filled with guests.

But when the king came in to meet the guests,

he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment.

The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it

that you came in here without a wedding garment?"

But he was reduced to silence.

Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet,
and cast him into the darkness outside,

where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'

Many are invited, but few are chosen."

"

Or MT 22:1-10

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people
in parables, saying,

"The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king

who gave a wedding feast for his son.

He dispatched his servants

to summon the invited guests to the feast,

but they refused to come.

A second time he sent other servants, saying,

"Tell those invited: "Behold, I have prepared my banquet,

my calves and fattened cattle are killed,
and everything is ready; come to the feast.
Some ignored the invitation and went away,

one to his farm, another to his business.

The rest laid hold of his servants,

mistreated them, and killed them.

The king was enraged and sent his troops,
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.
Then he said to his servants, "The feast is ready,

"
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but those who were invited were not worthy to come.
Go out, therefore, into the main roads

and invite to the feast whomever you find.'

The servants went out into the streets

and gathered all they found, bad and good alike,

and the hall was filled with guests."
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TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
October 15, 2017 A

Opening prayer: Good and gracious God, you lavish us with your Word and bless us with your presence. Be
with us now as we gather to share life and break open your Word. This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing life: How was your week? How did you experience God this past week?

Facilitator reads focus statement: In the first and third readings, Isaiah and Jesus use the image of a sumptuous
banguet to describe the fullness of life that God offers us and the abundant mercy that God wishes to offer not
only to Israel but to all people. In the second reading, Paul shares how he has come, through grace, to depend

on God in good times and in bad.

If you have not read the commentary prior to the meeting, consider doing so either before or after each reading.

FIRST READING: lsaiah 25:6-10a

Images of a banquet are used to sum up the
blessings that God’s people will experience on the
last day. Notice that this heavenly banquet is
prepared not only for the people of Israel, but for all
people who hear and answer God’s call. At this
feast, the “veil” or all that separates us from God
will be lifted and the spider’s “web” that imprisons
us in ignorance and isolation will be brushed aside.
Tears, guilt and shame will be replaced with joy.

The reading is intended to give hope to a people
who may have felt abandoned by God because of
some bad things that have recently happened to
them. Isaiah also speaks of a time of restoration in
these verses. The day will come when God will
return and renew the broken covenant. This will
take place symbolically on a mountain just as the
original covenant was made with Moses on a
mountain.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 23

God’s shepherding care for his people is celebrated
in both pastoral and banquet imagery.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20

This reading concludes our month-long series of
readings from Philippians. While in prison, some of
the Philippians send Paul gifts to help him endure
the hardships of prison life. While grateful for the
gifts, Paul shares that through his missionary
journeys he has learned to be content with both
famine and feast. Eating well or going hungry
cannot compare with the strength Paul experiences

in surrendering his life to Christ. He learns what
Mary, the sister of Martha, had also come to know:
“that only one thing is necessary,” namely,
belonging to and being possessed by Christ. With
Christ, Paul can say: “My food is to do the will of
him who sent me” (Jn 4:34). Paul concludes by
exhorting his readers to place their trust in the
“magnificent riches of God.”

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14

Like our first reading, the kingdom of God is
imaged as a banquet to which all are invited to
attend. The main focus of the parable is the
response or lack of response of the invited guests.
In this parable, Jesus continues to call the Pharisees
and the religious leaders to conversion. Two
invitations have been extended but the invitees
refuse to come. Some even abuse and Kkill the
servants delivering the invitations (a reference to
the Old Testament prophets and the early Christian
missionaries).

By the time Matthew writes his Gospel (85AD),
Jesus has died, Jerusalem has been sacked and
burned by the Romans (70AD), and the Gentiles
have been invited into the kingdom. It would be
wrong to assume that the king in the story stands for
God—which would leave us with a pretty nasty
image of a punishing God, rather than of a God who
saves. As stated above, the main point of the
parable is not about what God is like, but about the
negative response of the religious leaders and all
invited to Jesus’ call to enter the kingdom that he is
inaugurating.



The final piece about the ‘wedding garment’
underlines the importance of not only saying ‘yes’
to Christ, but also living according to his values. It
is one thing to present oneself for Baptism; it is
another thing to live daily the Christian way of life.
We must “clothe ourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness and patience”
(Colossians 3:12). While all are invited to the
banquet of God’s kingdom, not all will respond.

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS

1. What verse or image spoke to you most in the
readings?

2. Why do you think the image of a beautiful
banquet is often used in the Bible to describe
heaven?

3. Paul speaks of times of famine and feast when
an economic downturn occurs, some people who
used to have much suddenly have less. What advice
would you offer people who have to move from
having much to having less?

4. God is always inviting us to his banquet (a closer
relationship with him). What keeps us from
sometimes going? What might cause us or others to
keep God at a distance?

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Name one way you can act on today’s readings.
Suggestion: Try to live the message of the second
reading. Remember that while Baptism is a
blessing, it is also a responsibility.

CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION
AND INTERCESSION

Especially pray for all who are presently saying
‘no’ to God’s call to sit at his table; for us who do
come, that we may live out our baptismal
commitment.©

Register NOW!

Friday, October 20, 9am-3pm
Workshop for Priests,

Deacons and Pastoral Staff
Saturday, October 21, 9am-3pm
Workshop for Pastoral
Facilitators of Small Christian Communities

Fr. Art Baranowski and Theresa Doyle have
worked together for 20 years and bring 50 plus
years experience training Pastoral Leaders.

They will present from their new book
“Eucharist at the Center: A Parish Structured for
Evangelization.” Here at Ascension Parish, 2950 N.
Harbor City Blvd Melbourne, FL 32935;
$10 includes the cost of continental breakfast and
lunch.

RSVP by Oct 17: Idodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org
or 321-254-1595 ext. 3067
Don’t miss this truly exciting opportunity!
AND
Saturday, March 10, 2018

Annual Day of Reflection

by the Space Coast Alliance of
Small Christian Communities with
Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,
The Wild Goose Is Loose!
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Cycle A

In our weekend liturgies, the first reading is usually chosen to connect with a main theme in the gospel. Sometimes the
connection between the first reading and the gospel is easy to see as in today's readings; but, sometimes, it is not easy
to see the connection.

The theme of invitation to a beautiful banquet is the very obvious theme connecting today's first reading and gospel.
We should notice all are invited. The first reading lays out for us the image of a mouth-watering banquet that the "Lord
of hosts" provides for "all peoples™: rich, choice juicy and pure wines. In order for people to enjoy this heavenly
banquet, the Lord will "destroy death forever".

In the gospel, the invitation of the "Lord of hosts" is rejected and ignored. Some even respond with violence by killing
the servants. The groups of servants are reference to the prophets and later Christian missionaries who were rejected by
the Israelites. Most of the people seem to have no realization of what is being offered to them, or they are too
preoccupied with their own stuff to pay attention to the invitation of the King.

What about the violent response of the King who "sent out his troops, destroyed the murderous ones and burned their
city". How do we feel about this image of God? What are we to make of this? Matthew was writing his gospel after 70
AD, just after the time when the Romans came and burned Jerusalem and killed many of the people. Scholars tell us
that Matthew interpreted this event as a punishment by God on Israel for refusing to accept Jesus as the Messiah.
While we may not interpret the sacking of Jerusalem in this way, we can and should say that these verses in today's
gospel are intended to remind us that failure to respond to Jesus and his gospel will have dire consequences.

What are we to make of the final verses of today's gospel, the piece where the guy with no wedding garment is
"bounced out”. Verses and incidents like these are not easy to interpret. Most scholars interpret this incident in the
following way. The "wedding garment™ symbolizes our baptismal garment, which we receive when we are baptized. If
we opt for the Christian way of life, we are committing ourselves to following Jesus and living according to his values.
We must have a "Jesus wardrobe? What is this? Paul describes it partially in his letter to the Colossians when he
writes:

You are God's chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and
humility, gentleness and patience...Over all these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love. And
may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts. (Col. 3:12-15)
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