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OCTOBER 22, 2017
Twentyninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lectionary: 145
Reading 1

IS 4 5 : 1 , 46

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus,
whose right hand I grasp,
subduing nations before him,
and making kings run in his service,
opening doors before him
and leaving the gates unbarred:
For the sake of Jacob, my servant,
of Israel, my chosen one,
I have called you by your name,
giving you a title, though you knew me not.
I am the LORD and there is no other,
there is no God besides me.
It is I who arm you, though you know me not,
so that toward the rising and the setting of the sun
people may know that there is none besides me.
I am the LORD, there is no other.
Responsorial Psalm

PS 9 6 : 1 , 3, 45, 78, 910

R. (7b) Give the Lord glory and honor.
Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
For great is the LORD and highly to be praised;
awesome is he, beyond all gods.
For all the gods of the nations are things of nought,
but the LORD made the heavens.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
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give to the LORD glory and praise;
give to the LORD the glory due his name!
Bring gifts, and enter his courts.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
Worship the LORD, in holy attire;
tremble before him, all the earth;
say among the nations: The LORD is king,
he governs the peoples with equity.
R. Give the Lord glory and honor.
Reading 2

1 TH E S 1 : 15B

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
grace to you and peace.
We give thanks to God always for all of you,
remembering you in our prayers,
unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love
and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ,
before our God and Father,
knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God,
how you were chosen.
For our gospel did not come to you in word alone,
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much conviction.
Alleluia

PHIL 2 : 1 5 D, 16A

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Shine like lights in the world
as you hold on to the word of life.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel

MT 2 2 : 1 5  21

The Pharisees went off
and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech.
They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying,
"Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man
and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.
And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion,
for you do not regard a person's status.
Tell us, then, what is your opinion:
Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?"
Knowing their malice, Jesus said,
"Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?
Show me the coin that pays the census tax."
Then they handed him the Roman coin.
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He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose inscription?"
They replied, "Caesar's."
At that he said to them,
"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar
and to God what belongs to God."
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
October 22, 2017 A
Opening prayer: Lord of the Universe, we gather in your name to share your Word. Open us that we might
believe in you more fully. Mold us that we might place our hope in you even in difficult times. Melt our hearts
that we might love all that you have created. In the name of Jesus who has redeemed us, we pray. Amen.
Sharing life: How did you experience God’s presence or action in your life this past week?
Facilitator reads focus statement: The first and third readings tell us that God is the King of the universe and
that our first allegiance belongs to him. In the second reading, Paul sees the Spirit is active within the
community as a result of his preaching.
If you have not read the commentary prior to the meeting, consider doing so either before or after each reading.
opposed it, he could be accused of instigating
rebellion against the Romans. Jesus’ response,
“Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to
God what belongs to God,” suggests that one can
indeed be loyal both to a religious tradition and to a
secular power. It may be difficult at times,
especially when their claims conflict, but it is
possible.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
God addresses the king in a formal statement, like a
royal decree, empowering him to undertake some
tasks. What makes this decree extraordinary is that
it is addressed to a pagan king, Cyrus, who is
unknowingly anointed by God to defeat the enemies
of Israel and return the exiles to their homeland.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 96

As God has dominion over the whole of creation,
Caesar’s relative power is subservient to the
ultimate power of God. All authority and power
have to be evaluated in the light of God’s plan. It is
for the people to decide whether in demanding
tribute Caesar is reflecting the things of God.

This psalm celebrates God as the King of Israel.
SECOND READING: 1Thessalonians 1:1-5
For the next five weeks, the second reading will be
from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. The
tone of the book is warm, tender and positive. Paul
obviously has great affection for this particular
Christian community. In these opening verses, Paul
warmly thanks God for the way the Thessalonians
are growing in faith, hope and charity. He reminds
them that their conversion is due to the power of the
Holy Spirit working through him.

Patricia Sanchez writes: “Everywhere we go we
belong to God for we bear his imprint. We belong
to God, not just in church but in our homes, our
work places and in the voting booth and we must
bring God’s values to all of these places.”
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS
1. What verse, idea or image in the readings spoke
to you most? Why?

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-21
In this “entrapment story,” the Pharisees seek to
trap Jesus in his teachings. They ask him, “Is it
lawful to pay tax to the emperor or not?” The
question is put to Jesus to see whether he would
declare himself on the side of those who oppose
paying taxes to the Romans (the Pharisees), or on
the side of those who collaborate with the Romans
(the Herodians). If Jesus conceded to the payment
of taxes to Caesar, he would lose the esteem of
ordinary Jews who very much resent the payment of
taxes to the Romans. On the other hand, if he

2. In the time of Isaiah, God used Cyrus, a pagan
king, to achieve his purposes. Can you name a
recent or current ruler, who is not religious and yet
God has used or is using to achieve his purpose?
3. In the second reading, Paul reminds the
Thessalonians that it is the power of the Holy Spirit
working through Paul that brought their conversion.
How have you experienced the Holy Spirit at work
in you recently?
7

4. How can our allegiance to Caesar (meaning
country or political party) and our Catholic faith
cause some inner conflicts in us, especially in the
voting booth?

Save the Date!!
Saturday, March 10, 2018
Annual Day of Reflection
by the Space Coast Alliance of
Small Christian Communities with
Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,
The Wild Goose Is Loose!

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Name one way you can act on today’s readings.
Suggestion: Reflect and act on the truth that God is
Lord of every area of your life.
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION
AND INTERCESSION
Especially pray for government leaders, that they
seek to bring and protect God’s values in their place
of work and in their discussion of issues. ©

8

ALLOWING YOUR FAITH TO INFORM YOUR POLITICS
Reflection for the 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A
Today’s gospel raises the age-old issue of the relationship between church and state. Many people, perhaps, including
yourself, believe strongly that church should stay out of politics. Others believe equally strongly that the church should
speak truth to political power just as the prophets in the bible spoke God’s truth to the political rulers of their day. Of
course, the deeper issue in today’s gospel might be: to what extent do we each recognize God’s authority in every area
of our lives?
The following two reflections on today’s gospel are worth meditating on every three years or more often.
Unfortunately, the first piece did not have an author’s name. It says:
We live in a global village now connected by the Internet. There are no innocent bystanders anymore. It is getting
progressively more difficult to divide our lives up into Caesar’s part and God’s part. So a lot of people have accepted
the view that religion is a private, personal affair with no public resonance. That implicitly makes bystanders of
believers, relegating them to political impotence.
But if we acted on our beliefs, exercised our citizenship and voted our conscience, then profit would not be the bottom
line in business, pornography would not pass for art, violence would not be a way of life, comedy would not be
reduced to snickers about body parts and no one would be homeless.
But wouldn’t that be imposing our views on others? Sure it would. Or would you rather have others impose their views
on you? Aren’t you a little tired of being put upon? I know I am. But what can we do about it? They say we cannot mix
religion and politics. Sure we can. The constitutional separation of church and state was not meant to suppress
religion or remove it from political debate. It was to prevent the establishment of a single church as in England or a
single religion as in Iran.
The founders of our country were convinced that the American experiment could not succeed without the benefit of
religious belief. They considered religion to be the backbone of society and the strength of its citizens. Whatever their
personal beliefs, they knew religion was good for the country.
And how could it be otherwise? Politics is the social organization of a culture, the structure of a country’s values, the
daily operation of its beliefs. But religion is the depth dimension of a culture that gives everything else it’s meaning.
We may not know the morally exact minimum wage, but deep down we know there is a right to a living wage. We may
not know the precise proportion of immigration, but deep down we know the human right to emigrate. We may not
know the instant of conception, but deep down we recognize the right of life. Deep in the heart of every political issue
is a religious belief--unless we believe that God does not care if some of us eat lobster while others starve.
Of course, God cares. So should we. We need to be jolted out of our lethargy, jumpstarted into action. Pictures do it
for me better than words. Three times in my life, an image has burned its way into my brain and galvanized my
attitude forever. No more explanations, no more excuses, no more apologies, no more waiting for the right moment.
The first picture was taken during World War II: It shows a Chinese toddler sitting desolate on a deserted railroad
track with an empty bowl in hand. I cried that a child was orphaned while adults fought over a piece of land.
The second picture is more recent: An emaciated African boy hunches on the barren ground, too weakened by hunger
to move, while a vulture crouches behind him, waiting for him to die. I was saddened that a child could starve while
adults argued over food distribution.
A third picture: It pictures a fetus pulled from the womb except for the head; scissors are punching a hole in the base
of the skull to allow a tube to suction out the brains. I was angered that a baby could be brutally killed while adults
obsessed about their rights.
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Funny, isn’t it that all three of my memorable pictures are of children. And notice the progression through time--from
an abandoned child to a dying child to a murdered child. The world is getting to be a more hostile place for children.
That may be because children cannot vote. We adults can vote--and we usually vote for the Caesar with the best
promises for us adults. No wonder children get lost in the shuffle.
But God is on the side of the victims. Keep that in mind when you vote in the upcoming elections. Even your vote
belongs to God.
Reflecting on the same gospel, Fr. Flor McCarthy writes:
The question posed to Jesus was an attempt to draw him into the world of politics. Politics has a very bad name today.
Politicians are frequently caricatured and laughed at. Hence, Christians tend to opt out of the affairs of the world, and
to leave to others dangerous, daring, and responsible things such as politics, law-making, and business. But when they
do this they are leaving these things to others who may not be motivated by Christian values and principles.
Christians should not shirk public office, but see it as a chance to serve their fellow men and women and thereby God.
The Pharisees opted out of real life and kept themselves apart. The result was a vain religiosity, which had little or
nothing to do with life.
Dag Hammarskjold was Secretary-general of the UN. When he died in a plane crash in central Africa in 1961 at the
age of fifty-six, the world lost a great servant of peace. He was that rare person for whom public service is not simply
a career or a means of achieving power, but a religious vocation, a way of being faithful to God. He drew inspiration
from the Old Testament prophets. He said, "Indifference to evil is worse than evil itself, and in a free society, some are
guilty, but all are responsible."
Gandhi is another example of a deeply religious man who involved himself in politics. He said, "I am in politics
because I cannot separate life from belief. Because I believe in God I have to enter politics. Politics is my service of
God.".
And Nelson Mandela is yet another example. Mandela tells how when he began to get interested in politics a friend
tried to warn him off, saying, "politics brings out the worst in people. It is the source of trouble and corruption, and
should be avoided at all costs." Fortunately for South Africa and for the world, Mandela ignored his advice.
It’s a great pity that politics is so lowly regarded. Politics plays a vital role in creating the kind of society in which we
live. What greater vocation is there than to assume responsibility for national and international affairs--to work for
peace and justice in the world, for the betterment of human life for all. "No life is more satisfactory than that of selfless
service to your country or humanity." (Dag Hammarskjold)
But politics is not an easy profession, and the temptations are great. The chief temptation is to promote one’s own
good rather than the good of society. It’s not easy for a Christian to be involved in politics and in business today. It
means he or she is God’s servant and Caesar’s too.
Jesus’ injunction: "Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God" is only a principle. We
have to work out the implications of it, and in practice it may not always be easy to draw a clear line between the civil
sphere and the religious sphere.
The lines of division are not clearly marked. The boundaries are often blurred and areas overlap. Of course, for a
believer, in a sense everything is given to God, even what is given to Caesar. But if it is a question of having to choose
one against the other, the Christian has only one choice.
What history shows unequivocally is that separation of Church and State is absolutely essential. However, when Jesus
said, "Give to Caesar what belong to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God," his assumption was that Caesar’s
claim would be just. He was not giving a blank cheque to Caesar.
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A true Christian is at one and the same time a good citizen of his country, and a good citizen of the Kingdom of
Heaven. He will fail neither in his duty to God nor to his fellow men and women.
Our first and deepest loyalty is to God. To God alone we render worship; but, in other things, we gladly acknowledge
and serve the secular powers, praying that they will rule wisely and justly.
(Used with permission granted by Dominican Publications, www.dominicanpublications.com. New Sunday and Holy
Day Liturgies, by Flor McCarthy.)
Reflection Questions
1) To what extent does your religion impact the way you live your daily life?
2) Do you experience a conflict in your efforts to be a loyal Republican or Democrat and a loyal Catholic? For
example, there are probably some issues on both platforms that are contrary to the teaching of our Church. How do
you resolve this conflict?
3) Jesus tells us: "Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what belongs to God." Who do illegal aliens belong
to, God or Caesar? Some churches give them sanctuary because they say they belong to God. What do you say?
4) Some say the issues of war and economics belong to Caesar and the bishops have no business sticking their noses
into what belongs to the State (Caesar). Others say one cannot separate religion from politics since religious values are
supposed to guide and permeate all areas of life. What do you say?
This week, let us pray for all who serve in the political area on a local, state or national level.
You’re not much help here, Lord . . .
Jay Cormier writes:
As Jesus was teaching, someone approached Jesus with two bumper stickers, one for Barack Obama, one for John
McCain. "Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you teach the way of God. Tell us, who should we
vote for?" Jesus replied, "Vote for those who will lead you to God’s reign. Support those who will establish the
Father’s kingdom of justice and mercy."
A parent then came up to Jesus and handed him two bills and asked, "Lord, money is tight. Which do I pay first: my
house payment or my contribution to my church?" Jesus said, "Give thanks to God for what you have received. Pay to
our debtors what is rightly owed them."
A teenager next came up to Jesus. "Jesus, my Confirmation class meets tonight, the same time as football practice for
this weekend’s big game. Should I come to class or do I meet my obligations to my teammates and coaches?" Jesus
blessed him, saying, "Give to God the time he has given you. Give to your team the time the game warrants."
All three--the voter, the homeowner, the teenager--left Jesus as confused as they were when they approached him.
Jesus’ answers are not the clear, unambiguous solutions we hope for to these and many other questions. But his
response is the heart of living our faith: the struggle to return to God what is God’s. Through prayer and discernment,
each one of us has to do for ourselves the hard work of deciding exactly what is God’s will in our complex world of
politics, money and human relationships. Jesus’ response to the Pharisees today confronts them--and us--with the
demand to act out of our deepest convictions and take responsibility for those actions. The purpose and meaning of
life, the path to dealing with the complexities of our time and place, are found in our struggle with our consciences
and in the values we hold in the depths of our hearts. Jesus appeals to us to look beyond the simplistic politics and
black-and-white legalisms represented by Caesar’s coin and realize that we are called to embrace the values centered
in a faith that sees the hand of God in all things and recognizes every human being as being part of one human family
under the providence of God.
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